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The MDA Record 

 

Miss Deaf Michigan Pageant is back! 
Check on page 4 & 5 for more information. 

Our next Board meeting will be on January 14, 2012. 

Check our web at www.mideaf.org for location and time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

              

 

MDA wish you a happy, safe and enjoyable 

holiday! 



  

  

 

     Scot A Pott 

                          

                                           MDA President 
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  Presidentôs Message                                                                                    Scot Pott 

THE MDA RECORD 

MDA Newsletter ï Fall Edition  

 

Greetings from MDA board team!  Hopefully, this autumn is treating you nicely. My favorite part of   

this season is to smell leaves!  For the next several board meetings, we will be busy working on what   

the motions were carried last August as well as the last and future board meetings.  

My main focus is to involve myself with EHDI (Early Hearing Detection and Intervention), forming       

a few new task forces, promote Miss Deaf Michigan Pageant and increasing the awareness of MDA       

to the whole community.  

I would like for you to attend our next board meetings and share your concerns regarding the               

communityôs needs.  Come over to see us on January 14 in Flint and March 17 in Grand Rapids.  

 

Scot A Pott 

MDA President 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

     A grand slam of accomplishments of our Big 3 deaf colleges, as follows 
 
 

Gallaudet - to be featured on MTV's college channel, mtvU 
 
NTID - winning a $1.6 million grant on behalf of students 
in science, technology, engineering and math 
 
CSUN - winning a $20 million grant to train people to 
work with deaf at other colleges 
 
All three accomplishments at practically the same time, which is 

a remarkable feat. 
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NAD Demands Access to the Movies at Landmark Theatre 

 

NAD Submits Comments in Response to Senate HELP Hearing 

 

Consumer Groups Comment on Proposed Internet Captioning Rules 

 

NAD Announces New Ambassador Format in 2014 

 

Check at www.nad.org for more information from 

National Association of the Deaf 

Annual Dues:  

 
 

 

 

We welcome hearing, Deaf, deaf, hard of hearing, and deaf -blind persons to join the   

Michigan Deaf Association, Inc. if they wish to support MDA's objectives.  

 

The benefits of membership are:  

THE MDA RECORD  

 

 

 

 

 

Some of your membership will be expired on December 31, 2011.  Be sure to check your email or by 

mail for the membership renewal. 

I want to take this opportunity to say BIG thanks for your support of MDA.  Keep it continued and 
make us to proud of our state.  MDA is to promote, protect and preserve the rights and quality of life of 

Deaf and hard of hearing individuals in Michigan. 

 

Freida Morrison  

MDA Membership Coordinator  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Membership Coordinatorôs Message                                               Freida Morrison 

http://nad.org/news/2011/11/nad-demands-access-movies-landmark-theatre
http://nad.org/news/2011/10/nad-submits-comments-response-senate-help-hearing
http://nad.org/news/2011/10/consumer-groups-comment-proposed-internet-captioning-rules
http://nad.org/news/2011/10/nad-announces-new-ambassador-format-2014
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 Announcement from Miss Deaf Michigan Ambassadorship Program  

NOVEMBER 2011 Page 5 

Hello Deaf Community of Michigan, 

The Miss Deaf Michigan Pageant is back! We would like to begin by introducing who we are first. Our 

names are Micki Lewis and Rosina Switras. We are Directors for the Miss Deaf Michigan Ambassador Program  

formerly known as Miss Deaf Michigan Pageant. 

We want to explain what is happening nowadays... NAD has announced that we will be doing a new         

format under the Ambassador Program which will also include the males in the competition. They will introduce    

the new program at the NAD conference this July. We as directors want Michigan to be a part of this historical 

event; be there to witness the final NAD pageant. 

In order to be involved with Miss Deaf America Pageant at NAD in July, we would like to host a pageant   

for Michigan to have the winner run for the Miss Deaf America Ambassador title. We have been in touch with the 
NAD Pageant Director, who was willing to give us an extension for placing a contestant in the competition from 

Michigan. 

We will have the pageant in Flint, Michigan on January 14th. We are currently seeking potential contestants. They 
need to be deaf females between 18 years old to 30 years old (by July 2012). The female cannot have children nor   

be married to be involved. If you are interested, or know anyone who is interested, please contact us at                   

rosina.switras@gmail.com or mickimarielewis@gmail.com. Also if you have any questions, feel free to contact us. 

We are hoping to gather enough girls to make this pageant a success!! Let's all join together and show what 

Michigan can be made of! 

 

Sincerely, 

Rosina and Micki 

MDMAP Co -Directors 

mailto:rosina.switras@gmail.com
mailto:mickimarielewis@gmail.com
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53rd Biennial Conference 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MDA 2011 Conference 

August 11 ï 13, 2011 

 

The conference went productively.  There were over 90 attendees.  Everyone had a great time.  
They learned so much from the workshops and had lots of laughs during the floorshows in the 

evening. 

The presenters, Debbie Trapani and Crom Saunders did the magnificent job. We were pleased 
to listen from Michael Berger as the keynote speaker. The workshops educated us how to have 
all of us working together to empower our Deaf community especially with leadership and Deaf 

Education.  Everyone wanted to have more panel discussion.   

I appreciated my committee for working hard to make this conference successful.   

 

Look forward for 2013 conference.  Donôt miss it again! 

 

Freida Morrison  

2011 Conference Chairperson  
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Message from Public Relations                                          Todd Morrison 

   NAD ï LTC 
 

The MDA sent me to the National Association of the Deaf ï Leadership Training Conference on the weekend 

of September 16-17 2011 in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

 

The conference had a wonderful turnout in attendance including the skilled and informative presenters at each 

workshop I attended. The workshops largely focus on areas of how to build better resources that can be better 

distributed to the community and state agencies. 

 

Mr. Howard Rosenbum, CEO of NAD, gave a riveting and motivating speech regarding how the NAD will 

work diligently into the next decade improving many arrays of program, services, benefits and opportunities 

for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing people. Mr. Rosenbum explained that NAD has a vision and a plan to better 

collaborate with the legislators and congressmen in order to provide equal access to employment, civil ser-

vices, access to reasonable accommodation in all setting as required by the American Disability Act (ADA). 

 

Additionally, Rosenbum displayed great desire in pushing our community to become better citizens. Accord-

ing to him, approximately less than 15% of our community is registered voters. This is a terrible display of our 

commitment to our cause and the pursuit of fighting for equal access to opportunities and benefits that every-

one else has access. In order for us to gain a better standing on a political level, the Deaf/Hard of Hearing com-

munity MUST register to vote. By this, we can gain better relationship with our legislatures, congressmen, 

senators, and our district representatives. 

 

The extra curricular activities after the workshops were wonderful. We had a ñDeaf Nightò out at the Target 

Field catching the Minnesota Twins take on the Cleveland Indians. Miss Deaf Minnesota sang the National 

Anthem. Afterwards, we had a social event at a local grill and pub ï The Local.  I enjoyed meeting several 

people from all over the US. 

 

I brought back all of the resources and information to the MDA board. I am working on a plan how the MDA 

can share those resources and information with the Deaf/Hard of Hearing people in this state.  
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National Association of the Deaf                                             

As president of the National Association of the Deaf (NAD), I am pleased to issue a Call to the Conference.  

Please join us on July 3-7, 2012 at the 51st Biennial NAD Conference at the Hyatt Regency Louisville and  

the Kentucky International Convention Center. 

The theme of this yearôs conference is "Nothing About Us, Without Us!". 

This NAD Conference will be very different, with lots planned for you! 

We are partnering with the famed DeaFestival Kentucky! Everyone will get to see deaf artists, poets,  
comedians, and more. This event will be a true feast for the eyes!  

In addition to the Kentucky DeaFestival being open to everyone without admission, the Exhibits at the NAD Conference are as 

well! The Conference workshops are also open without charge to everyone who is a NAD member! 

We have made sure the 2012 NAD Conference is affordable to everyone and are delighted to offer an Early Bird Combo I rate at 
the very low price of $135! Young people between the age of 18 and 30 would get a discounted Early Bird Combo I rate of $125.  

 We are offering something for all ages!  

We know that the youth of today are our leaders of tomorrow, and invite all youth to our Conference to contribute their skills and 

join in the fun. In partnership with Deaf Youth USA (DYUSA), we are offering discount rates to young people aged 18-30. We 

urge our young advocates to join us at the 2012 NAD Conference and rock our world. 

We, at the NAD, value families especially children. All families are welcome to be part of our Conference as well as the Kentucky 
DeaFestival! We are thrilled to announce that we are offering free admission to all events for infants 0-2 years old. For those chil-

dren and teens between the ages of 3-17, we offer discounted rates for the Opening Ceremonies, Buffet, Baseball Game, & Fire-

works on Tuesday evening and the NAD Benefit BBQ Dinner on Saturday evening. In addition, children and teens ages 3-17 
gain free admission to the workshops, College Bowl preliminaries and Finals, and Miss Deaf America preliminaries and Finals. We 

hope you will bring your children. 

What can you expect at the Conference besides informative workshops, exciting exhibits, stimulating networking, and socializing 

with old and new friends? Louisville flavors await you. 

Start the Conference with us at Opening Ceremonies which will be held at the Louisville Bats baseball field and enjoy a sumptuous 

buffet and thrilling baseball game. Fireworks will end this evening. 

More fireworks will follow as we celebrate Americaôs 236th birthday the following evening. Hurry and get tickets to be part of a 

steamboat experience on the Ohio River to truly celebrate Independence Day in style. 

Come and watch college students vie against each other in the exciting College Bowl which will have its inaugural expansion to 

include other colleges and universities to compete amongst the traditional teams from Gallaudet University in Washington, D.C.; 

National Technical Institute for the Deaf at Rochester Institute of Technology (NTID/RIT) in New York; and California State Uni-

versity at Northridge (CSUN). 

We are pleased to announce that the World Federation of the Deaf (WFD) Board has agreed to host their Board meeting in Louis-

ville, Kentucky just prior to the 2012 NAD Conference. The entire WFD Board will stay throughout the week to meet all of you! 

Help us welcome them to America and exchange ideas for a brighter future together. 

We invite national organizations of and for deaf and hard of hearing people to participate in the 2012 NAD Conference. We have a 

limited amount of space available for your organizations to host your meetings. Please contact us to reserve your space. 

You will not leave the Conference without a tantalizing BBQ dinner on the last night of the Conference! 

And finally, this will be my last Conference serving as your President. It was a true honor and privilege serving on your behalf. The 

NAD has achieved so much during the past decade, and faced daunting challenges. I am confident that the NAD, with its leaders, 

especially new CEO Howard A. Rosenblum, and up-and coming young advocates, is well positioned to make new inroads in attain-

ing our rights. 
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Michigan School for the Deaf                                             

Michigan School for the Deaf has made a couple of historic moments in sports.  We have had 8-man 

football for 3 years now and we have made the first round of playoffs since the history of MSDôs Foot-

ball team.  The boys all played a very well hard games.  It was a good season for our boys with the new 

Head Coach Phil Endicott and Assistant Coach Ron Guthrie.  The boys have learned a lot from them.   

MSD Volleyball Girls also made History for the Volleyball team.  They have made it to the Districts Fi-

nals for the first time since MSD has had Volleyball.  Coach Micki Lewis and Assistant Coach Lindsay 

Lantagne were very happy with their team this year.  They to, also have played a very hard and well with 

the team this year.  They are aiming to win the districts next year. 

MSD basketball season is coming upon us and there is a list of all the games on the website 

www.deaftartars.com and your support to the team would be a wonderful boost to all the teams in-

volved.  Elementary team 4th-6th grades, Middle School team 7th-8th grades, Varsity Girls and Boys 

teams. We also have Drama approaching us and the performances for the Drama shows are on December 

15th and 16th at 7pm. 

Eugene Thomas 

Activities Director 

Michigan school for the Deaf 

810-257-1401 (v/tty) 

810-257-1490 (fax) 

810-275-0991 (video phone) 

 

Zork and Zindyôs Guide to Christmas 

MSD Auditorium  

1667 Miller Rd, Flint MI 48503 

7 PM on December 14th & 15th 

Ticket Sales at Main Office- $5 each 

Questions: Contact Jules Chapko at chapkoj@michigan.gov 

or 

Rosina Switras at rosina.switras@gmail.com 

http://www.deaftartars.com
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Greetings from MSDAA:  

 

New Beginning of Michigan School for the Deaf: 

 

For over 150 years, the Michigan School for the Deaf has been located on Miller Road 
and Court Road in Flint.  Last year a private company, Lurvey White Ventures, bought 
the MSD campus from the state for $1.3 million.  It has big plans to renovate it, and 
then it will become the new home of both the School for the Deaf and Powers Catholic 
High School on the same campus.  The developers plan to renovate Fay Hall building 
as the new home for Powers Catholic High School, and they also will build an addi-
tion, a gym, theater and media center to the back of Fay Hall. 

 

On September 19, 2011 at morning, the crews started demolishing a Stewart Old Gym 
building.  Then, few days later, they demolished the Annex and Orchard Cottage.  

**MSDAA will make an announcement thru the MSDAA website Vlog about Thelma 

Heck Service Building and Fay Academy (school) that will be demolished in near fu-
ture when it gets information from the developers, L & W.** 

 

On October 6, 2011, the groundbreaking ceremony was simple and beautiful includes 
four MSD students, MSDAA - Freida Morrison, the developers, Mr. Dave Lurvey and 
Mr. Ridgway White, and Mark Bouvy as the Business manager before the new school 
for the deaf began to be built. 

 

The crews started to build the new school for the deaf already.  It is expected to be 

done by next year of fall 2012. 

 

Keep an eye on MSDAA website for updated construction news:  www.msdaa.info 

 

Mary Klein  

MSDAA Member at Large   

MDSAA 
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MSDAA 

             Annex  Building Demolished                                 Ground Breaking Hat and Shovel 

        New School for the Deaf Area                                       Orchard Cottage Demolished 

          Stewart Old Gym Demolished 
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         Detroit Association of the Deaf  
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            Flint Association of the Deaf 


