
CONSTITUTION 
 

ARTICLE I - NAME 
 
SECTION 1: THE NAME OF THIS 
NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION IS  
"MICHIGAN DEAF ASSOCIA-
TION, INC." (MDA) 
 
SECTION 2: THIS ASSOCIATION, 
FORMERLY KNOWN AS MICHI-
GAN  ASSOCIATION OF THE 
DEAF, INC. (MAD) WAS ORGAN-
IZED IN THE CITY OF FLINT, 
GENESEE COUNTY IS 1887, 
AND INCORPORATED IN THE 
STATE OF MICHIGAN IN 1911. 
 
SECTION 3:THIS ASSOCIATION 
SHALL BE A COOPERATING 
MEMBER WITH THE NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION OF THE DEAF, 
ALSO KNOWN AS THE NAD. 
 
SECTION 4: THIS ASSOCIATION 
IS CLASSIFIED AS A 
NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 
UNDER SECTION 501(c)(3) OF 
THE INTERNAL REVENUE CODE 
OF 1954 (OR THE CORRE-
SPONDING PROVISION OF ANY 
FUTURE UNITED STATES IN-
TERNAL REVENUE LAW). 
 

ARTICLE II - MISSION 
 
SECTION 1: THE MISSION OF 
THE MICHIGAN DEAF ASSOCIA-
TION IS TO PRESERVE THE 
RIGHTS AND QUALITY OF LIFE 
OF DEAF AND HARD OF HEAR-
ING INDIVIDUALS IN THE STATE 
OF MICHIGAN. 
 

ARTICLE IIIñGOALS 
 
THE GOALS OF THE ASSOCIA-
TION ARE TO ADVOCATE, PRO-
MOTE AND ACHIEVE: 
A. EFFECTIVE COMMUNICA-
TION BETWEEN DEAF AND 
HARD OF HEARING AND  HEAR-
ING  CITIZENS; 

B. THE RIGHTS TO THE SAME 
OPPORTUNITIES, THE SAME 
ACCESS AND THE SAME INDE-
PENDENCE AS HEARING PEO-
PLE; 
C. THE PRESERVATION OF 
AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE 
AND DEAF CULTURE AND, 
D. PROVISION OF  SOCIAL AND 
EDUCATIONAL SERVICES FOR 
DEAF AND HARD OF HEARING 
PEOPLE. 
 

ARTICLE IV- REGISTERED 
ADDRESS 
 
SECTION 1: THE REGIS-
TERED ADDRESS OF THIS AS-
SOCIATION SHALL BE THE AD-
DRESS OF THE ASSOCIATION 
PRESIDENT. 
 

ARTICLE V - TERM 
 
SECTION 1: THE EXIS-
TENCE OF THIS CORPORATION 
IS PERPETUAL. 
 

ARTICLE VI - MEMBERSHIP 
 
SECTION 1: INDIVIDUAL 
A.THE MEMBERSHIP OF THIS 
ASSOCIATION SHALL BE OPEN 
TO ANY DEAF/HH AND HEAR-
ING CITIZEN WITH UNDER-
STANDING THAT HEARING 
MEMBER MAY VOTE BUT MAY 
NOT BE ELECTED OFFICER.  
B. ANY MEMBER SHALL 
HAVE VOICE AND VOTE 
PRIVILEGES AT THE AS-
SOCIATION MEETINGS.  
 
SECTION 2: ORGANIZATION. 
ANY DEAF ORGANIZATION IN 
THE STATE OF MICHIGAN SUP-
PORTING THIS ASSOCIATIONôS 
PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES 
MAY AFFILIATE WITH THIS AS-
SOCIATION. ANY INDIVIDUAL 
WHO IS THE MEMBER OF AF-
FILIATED ORGANIZATION 
SHALL HAVE VOICE AND VOTE 

PRIVILEGES AT THIS ASSOCIA-
TIONôS MEETINGS. THE AFFILI-
ATED ORGANIZATION SHALL 
PAY SPECIAL ANNUAL DUES 
ON RATE PER MEMBER SET 
FORTH BY THE CONFERENCE 
ASSEMBLY. SEE ARTICLE 2 IN 
BYLAWS. 
 
SECTION 3:  EACH YEAR, 
GRADUATES OF ANY SECON-
DARY EDUCATIONAL PRO-
GRAM FOR THE DEAF IN THE 
STATE OF MICHIGAN ARE ENTI-
TLED TO A YEAR'S FREE AC-
TIVE MEMBERSHIP IN THE AS-
SOCIATION.  THEIR MEMBER-
SHIP QUALIFIES THEM TO AT-
TEND MEETINGS OF THE CHAP-
TER NEAREST THEIR HOMES. 
CHAPTERS ARE RESPONSIBLE 
IN SECURING THE NAMES OF 
SUCH GRADUATES AND 
AWARDING THE MEMBERSHIP. 
 

ARTICLE  VII - OFFICERS 
 
 
SECTION 1: TITLE AND TERM 
 
a: THE OFFICERS OF THIS AS-
SOCIATION SHALL BE A PRESI-
DENT, 1ST VICE-PRESIDENT, 2ND 
VICE-PRESIDENT, SECRETARY,  
TREASURER, MEMBERSHIP 
COORDINATOR AND SOCIAL 
ACTIVITY CHAIRPERSON.  
THESE SEVEN (7) 
DULY-ELECTED OFFICERS 
SHALL SERVE AS AN EXECU-
TIVE BOARD. 
b: THEIR TERMS OF OFFICE 
SHALL BE FROM CONFERENCE 
TO CONFERENCE.  (2 YEARS) 
c: THE IMMEDIATE PAST PRESI-
DENT SHALL SERVE ON THE 
EXECUTIVE BOARD AND 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR 
ONE YEAR ONLY. 
 
SECTION 2: ELECTION PROCE-
DURE 
 
a: THE ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
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SHALL TAKE PLACE ONLY AT BIENNIAL 
CONFERENCES OF THIS ASSOCIATION. 
b: A MEMBER IS ELIGIBLE TO HOLD AN OF-
FICE IN THIS ASSOICATION IF HE/SHE , 1) IS 
A RESIDENT OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN , 
2) IS GOOD STANDING,  AND 3) HAS BEEN A 
MEMBER FOR AT LEAST ONE YEAR.  A FOR-
MER MEMBER WHO WISHES TO RETURN TO 
THE ASSOCIATION  AND BE ELIGIBLE TO 
HOLD AN OFFICE SHALL PAY CURRENT 
YEAR AND LAST YEARôS DUES. 
c: NEWLY-ELECTED OFFICERS SHALL TAKE 
OATH ON THE SAME DAY OF ELECTION.  
HOWEVER, THEY SHALL NOT TAKE OFFICE 
UNTIL THIRTY (30) DAYS AFTER AN ELEC-
TION.  THE PREVIOUS OFFICERS SHALL 
CONDUCT THIS ASSOCIATION'S BUSINESS 
DURING THAT THIRTY (30) DAY PERIOD, 
BUT SHALL NOT INITIATE ANY NEW PRO-
GRAMS OR PROJECTS WITHOUT CONSULT-
ING THE NEWLY-ELECTED OFFICERS.  THE 
NEWLY-ELECTED BOARD SHALL BE A PART 
OF ANY MEETING OR BUSINESS TRANSAC-
TIONS CONDUCTED BY THE PREVIOUS 
BOARD DURING THE THIRTY (30) DAY PE-
RIOD OF TRANSITION. 
 
SECTION 3: VACANCY OF OFFICE 
 
a: IN THE EVENT OF THE DEATH OR RESIG-
NATION OF A PRESIDENT, THE 1ST 
VICE-PRESIDENT SHALL ASSUME THE 
PRESIDENCY AND APPOINT ANOTHER PER-
SON FROM THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS TO 
THE OFFICE OF 1ST VICE- PRESIDENT, SUB-
JECT TO APPROVAL OF THE BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS. 
b: IN THE EVENT OF THE DEATH OR RESIG-
NATION OF AN OFFICER OTHER THAN THE 
PRESIDENT, THE PRESIDENT MAY APPOINT 
ANOTHER PERSON TO FULFILL THE VA-
CANCY, SUBJECT TO APPROVAL OF THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 
c: AN OFFICER WHO DESIRES TO RESIGN 
FROM OFFICE SHALL SUBMIT A WRITTEN 
RESIGNATION TO THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 
AND IT SHALL BE READ AT THE NEXT 
SCHEDULED BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEET-
ING. 

 
ARTICLE VIIIñREGIONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVES 
 
SECTION 1 ï TITLE AND TERM 
A. THE ASSOCIATION SHALL HAVE 2 (TWO)   
REPRESENTATIVES FROM EACH OF FOUR 
REGIONS (EIGHT REPRESENTATIVES TO-
TAL):  
 
REGION 1--SOUTHEASTERN MDA REGION 
COUNTIES: HURON, TUSCOLA, SANILAC, 
LAPEER, GENESEE, SHIAWASSEE, 
ST.CLAIR, LIVINGSTON, OAKLAND, 
MACOMB, WASHTENAW, WAYNE, LENAWEE, 
MONROE. 

REGION 2 ï SOUTHWESTERN MDA REGION 
COUNTIES: MUSKEGON, OTTAWA, KENT, 
IONIA, CLINTON, ALLEGAN, BARRY, EATON, 
INGHAM, VAN BUREN, KALAMAZOO, CAL-
HOUN, JACKSON, HILLSDALE, BRANCH, 
ST.JOSEPH, CASS, BERRIEN 

 
REGION 3 ïCENTRAL MDA REGION 
COUNTIES: MANISTEE, WEXFORD, MISSAU-
KEE, ROSCOMMON, OGEMAW, IOSCO, 
ARENAC, GLADWIN, CLARE, OSCEOLA, 
LAKE, MASON, OCEANA, NEWAYGO, ME-
COSTA, ISABELLA, MIDLAND, BAY, MONT-
CALM, GRATIOT, SAGINAW 
 
REGION 4ðNORTHERN MDA REGION 
COUNTIES: BENZIE, GRAND TRAVERSE, 
LEELANAU, KALKASKA, CRAWFORD, OS-
CODA, ALCONA, ALPENA, MONTMORENCY, 
OTSEGO, ANTRIM, CHARLEVOIX, CHEBOY-
GAN, PRESQUE ISLE, EMMET, MACKINAC, 
CHIPPEWA, LUCE, SCHOOLCRAFT, DELTA, 
MENOMINEE, DICKINSON, MARQUETTE, 
IRON, BARAGA, HOUGHTON, ONTONAGON, 
GOGEBIC, KEWEENAW, ALGER 
 
B. THEIR TERM SHALL BE FROM CONFER-
ENCE TO CONFERENCE (2 YEARS.) 
 
SECTION 2 ï ELECTION PROCEDURE 
A: THE ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES 
SHALL TAKE PLACE AT BIENNIAL CONFER-
ENCE OF THE ASSOCIATION. TWO REPRE-
SENTATIVES ARE ELECTED FROM EACH 
REGION. 
B: A MEMBER IS ELIGIBLE TO BE REPRE-
SENTATIVE IN THIS ASSOCIATION IF HE/
SHE, 1) IS A RESIDENT OF THE REGION IN 
THE STATE OF MICHIGAN, 2) IS GOOD 
STANDING MEMBER, AND 3) DOES NOT 
HOLD ANY OFFICE. 
C: NEWLY-ELECTED REPRESENTATIVE 
SHALL TAKE OATH ON THE SAME DAY WITH 
THE NEW OFFICERS. 
D. IF NOT ALL REPRESENTATIVES ARE 
ELECTED AT THE CONFERENCE, THE 
PRESIDENT SHALL APPOINT MEMBERS TO 
FILL THE POSITIONS WITH THE APPROVAL 

OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
ARTICLE IX - BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
SECTION 1: THIS ASSOCIATION SHALL 
HAVE A BOARD OF DIRECTORS. IT SHALL 
CONSIST OF SEVEN  (7) DULY-ELECTED 
OFFICERS,  THE PRESIDENTS OF RECOG-
NIZED CHAPTERS AND AFFILIATED ORGANI-
ZATIONS, APPOINTED DIRECTOR OF MISS 
DEAF MICHIGAN PAGEANT AND APPOINTED 
MEMBERS-AT-LARGE. ALL MEMBERS OF 
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS SHALL HAVE 
EQUAL VOICE AND VOTE. 

 
ARTICLE X - MEETINGS 
 
SECTION 1:  THE BUSINESS OF THE BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS SHALL BE CONDUCTED AT 
ANY TIME AND PLACE IN THE STATE OF 
MICHIGAN, WHENEVER A DULY-CALLED 
MEETING OF ITS OFFICERS AND DIREC-
TORS SHALL BE ASSEMBLED.  THEY SHALL 
MEET AT LEAST TWO (2) TIMES A YEAR AND 
A MEETING BEFORE THE GENERAL SES-
SION DURING THE BIENNIAL CONFERENCE.. 
 
SECTION 2:  THE MEETING OF THIS ASSO-
CIATION SHALL CONVENE AT BIENNIAL 
CONFERENCES DURING ODD-NUMBERED 
YEARS. 
   

ARTICLE  XI - HOME OFFICE 
 
SECTION 1: AUTHORIZATION 
 
THE ASSOCIATION MAY MAINTAIN A HOME 
OFFICE ON SUCH LOCATION AND IN SUCH 
QUARTERS AS SHALL BE DESIGNATED BY 
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. THE DESIG-
NATED LOCATION SHALL BE REMAINED 
UNTIL CHANGED BY VOTE OF THE BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS. 
 
SECTION 2: EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 
APPLICATIONS FOR THE OFFICE OF EXECU-
TIVE DIRECTOR SHALL BE SCREENED AND 
APPOINTED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 
THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SHALL HAVE 
THE RESPONSIBILITY OF MAINTAINING THE 
HOME OFFICE WITHIN THE POLICIES, 
GUIDELINES AND FINANCIAL LIMITS ESTAB-
LISHED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 
THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SHALL REPORT 
TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 
 

ARTICLE XII - AMENDMENTS 
 
SECTION 1: THE CONSTITUTION AND 
BY-LAWS OF THIS ASSOCIATION MAY BE 
AMENDED ONLY AT THE BIENNIAL CONFER-
ENCES BY AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF 
TWO-THIRDS (2/3) OF THE MEMBERS PRE-
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SENT.  SUCH PROPOSED CHANGES MUST 
BE WRITTEN AND DISTRIBUTED TO MEM-
BERS SIXTY (60) DAYS PRIOR TO THE CON-
FERENCE. 
 

 
ARTICLE XIII - DISSOLUTION 
 
SECTION 1: IN THE EVENT THIS ASSOCIA-
TION DECIDES BY MAJORITY VOTE AT A 
DULY-CALLED CONFERENCE TO DISSOLVE 
ITSELF, THE ASSOCIATION SHALL DECIDE 
BY MAJORITY VOTE TO DISTRIBUTE ALL 
TANGIBLE GOODS AND ASSETS INCLUDED 
RESERVE AND SPECIAL FUNDS TO ANY 
ORGANIZATION OR PROGRAM THAT FOCUS 
ON DEAF PEOPLE IN THE STATE OF MICHI-
GAN. THE RECEIPIENTS OF ASSOCIATION 
ASSETS SHALL BE TAX EXEMPT WITHIN 
THE MEANING OF SECTION 501(C) (3) OF 
THE INTERNAL REVENUE CODE, OR COR-
RESPONDING SECTION OF ANY FUTURE 
FEDERAL TAX CODE. 
 

BY-LAWS 
 

ARTICLE 1 - REQUIREMENT OF MEM-
BERSHIP 
 
SECTION A: THE ACTIVE MEMBERS 
OF THIS ASSOCIATION ARE THE 
DUES- PAYING INDIVIDUALS.  LIFE MEM-
BERS ARE THE INDIVIDUALS WHO PUR-
CHASED LIFE MEMBERSHIP PRIOR TO 1966. 
 
SECTION B: ALL MEMBERS IN GOOD 
STANDING SHALL HAVE VOICE AND FULL 
VOTING PRIVILEGES AT ALL OFFICIAL 
MEETINGS OF THIS ASSOCIATION. 
 
SECTION C: ANY MEMBER MAY BE SUS-
PENDED OR EXPELLED FROM THE RIGHTS 
AND PRIVILEGES OF HIS/HER MEMBERSHIP 
IF SUCH ACTION(S) ARE PROVEN TO BE A 
DETRIMENT TO THIS ASSOCIATION AND ITS 
MEMBERS. 
 
1. A TWO-THIRDS (2/3) VOTE OF THE BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS IS SUFFICIENT CAUSE FOR 
SUSPENSION OR EXPULSION. 
2. SUCH MEMBERS SHALL HAVE THE RIGHT 
TO APPEAL SUCH DECISION BEFORE THE 
MEMBERSHIP DURING AN ASSEMBLED 
CONFERENCE. 
 

ARTICLE 2 - DUES AND ASSESSMENTS 
 
SECTION A: THE ASSOCIATION MEMBER-
SHIP DUES SHALL BE PAYABLE ANNUALLY 
BEGINNING JANUARY 1ST IN A CALENDAR 
YEAR. 
 
1. THE RATE OF DUES SHALL BE DETER-
MINED BY CONFERENCE ASSEMBLY FOR 

AS LISTED: 
 
A: INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP. 
B: SENIOR CITIZEN INDIVIDUAL MEMBER-
SHIP AS CLASSIFIED BE FEDERAL GOVERN-
MENT GUIDELINES. 
C. AFFILIATED ORGANIZATION MEMBER-
SHIP -- SPECIAL DUES 
 
SECTION B: IF DUES ARE NOT PAID WITHIN 
THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER THEY BECOME 
DUE, THE MEMBER SHALL NO LONGER BE A 
MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING AND NOT BE 
ALLOWED TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PRO-
CEEDINGS OF ANY MEETING OF THIS AS-
SOCIATION OR HIS/HER CHAPTER.  UPON 
RECEIPT OF DUES TO MAKE MEMBERSHIP 
CURRENT, THE MEMBER WILL REGAIN HIS/
HER FULL PRIVILEGES. 
 
SECTION C: THE PAYMENT OF DUES SHALL 
BE MADE EITHER TO THE ASSOCIATION 
TREASURER OR CHAPTER TREASURER. 
 
SECTION D:  ASSESSMENTS MAY BE LEV-
IED ON ALL MEMBERS BY RESOLUTION OF 
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS.  SUCH AS-
SESSMENTS SHALL BE MADE ONLY ONCE 
IN ANY TWELVE (12) MONTH PERIOD OF 
TIME. 
 

ARTICLE 3 - EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 
SECTION A: THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 
SHALL BE EMPOWERED TO ACT IN EMER-
GENCIES, SUBJECT TO APPROVAL OF THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 
 
SECTION B: THEY SHALL PREPARE 
AN AGENDA FOR THE BOARD OF DIREC-
TORS MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES. 
 
SECTION C: THEY SHALL VOTE ON 
ALL MINOR TRANSACTIONS AND AUTHOR-
IZE PAYMENTS ON BILLS OF REASONABLE 
AMOUNTS.    
SECTION D: IN THE EVENT OF STATE OR 
NATIONAL EMERGENCY OR DISASTER, 
WHEN A REGULAR CONFERENCE CANNOT 
BE HELD, THE EXECUTIVE BOARD ELECTED 
AT THE MOST RECENT CONFERENCE 
SHALL CONTINUE AND OVERSEE THE AF-
FAIRS OF THIS ASSOCIATION. 
 
SECTION E: ALL LEGAL DOCU-
MENTS GIVEN AND ACCEPTED BY THIS 
ASSOCIATION SHALL BE EXECUTED BY THE 
PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY AS SUCH 
OFFICERS. 
 
SECTION F: INTERESTED CITIZENS 
AND A MICHIGAN REGISTRY OF INTERPRET-
ERS FOR THE DEAF REPRESENTATIVE 
SHALL BE APPOINTED AS MEM-
BERS- AT-LARGE BY THE EXECUTIVE 

BOARD.  THE NUMBER OF MEM-
BERS-AT-LARGE SHALL NOT EXCEED 
ONE-THIRD (1/3) OF THE NUMBER OF OFFI-
CERS, CHAPTER REPRESENTATIVES ON 
THE BOARD. 
 

 
ARTICLE 4 - DUTIES OF OFFICERS 
 
SECTION A: PRESIDENT : 
PRESIDENT SHALL: 
 
1. PRESIDE ALL MEETINGS OF THIS ASSO-
CIATION AND ENFORCE ORDER. 
2. ENFORCE DUE OBSERVANCE OF THE 
CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS. 
3. APPOINT STANDING AND SPECIAL COM-
MITTEES. 
4. APPOINT THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
AT LEAST SIX (6) MONTHS BEFORE THE 
BIENNIAL CONFERENCE. 
5. MAINTAIN LIAISON WITH THE NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION OF THE DEAF AT ALL TIMES. 
6. CALL SPECIAL MEETINGS AS NECES-
SARY. 
 
SECTION B: 1ST VICE-PRESIDENT : 
 
1ST VICE-PRESIDENT SHALL: 
1. PERFORM ALL DUTIES OF THE PRESI-
DENT IN HIS/HER ABSENCE. 
2. PERFORM OTHER ASSIGNMENTS THAT 
THE PRESIDENT MAY DELEGATE. 
3.  ADVISE AND ASSIST THE CHAIRPERSON 
OF THE LOCAL PLANNING COMMITTEE 
WITH THE BIENNIAL CONFERENCE PRO-
GRAM. 
                     
4.SERVE  AS THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE 
ASSOCIATION LAW COMMITTEE. 
 
SECTION C:  2ND VICE-PRESIDENT 
2ND VICE-PRESIDENT SHALL: 
 
1. SERVE AS THE EDITOR OF THE ASSOCIA-
TIONôS NEWSLETTER. 
2. MAINTAIN AND DISTRIBUTE ASSOCIATION 
PUBLICATIONS INCLUDING BROCHURES, 
FLYERS, AND  
ANNOUNCEMENTS. 
3. PROVIDE THE PUBLIC RELATIONS SER-
VICE ON BEHALF OF THE ASSOCIATION. 
4. PERFORM THE DUTIES OF THE PRESI-
DENT IN THE ABSENCE OF THE PRESIDENT 
AND 1ST VICE-PRESIDENT. 
5. PERFORM OTHER ASSIGNMENTS THAT 
THE PRESIDENT MAY DELEGATE IN HIS/
HER ABSENCE. 
 
SECTION  D: SECRETARY: 
SECRETARY SHALL: 
 
1. RECORD MINUTES OF ALL OFFICIAL AS-
SOCIATION'S AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS' 
MEETINGS, AND SHALL PREPARE SAME 
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FOR PUBLICATIONS WITHIN SIXTY (60) 
DAYS. 
2. BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL OFFICIAL 
CORRESPONDENCE CONDUCTED IN BE-
HALF OF THIS ASSOCIATION AND ITS 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS AS DELEGATED TO 
HIM/HER BY THE PRESIDENT AND/OR THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 
3. RECEIVE AND CERTIFY ALL CREDEN-
TIALS OF THE DELEGATES OR REPRESEN-
TATIVES OF RECOGNIZED CHAPTERS AND 
ORGANIZATIONS. 
 
SECTION E: TREASURER : 
TREASURER SHALL: 
 
1. BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL MONEYS COL-
LECTED AND DISBURSED BY THIS ASSO-
CIATION AND RECORD ALL ACCOUNTS OF 
RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 
2. PREPARE QUARTERLY UP-TO-DATE FI-
NANCIAL REPORTS PRIOR TO EACH MEET-
ING OF THIS ASSOCIATION AND BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS. 
3. SIGN AS THE PRINCIPAL CO-SIGNER OF 
CHECKS OF THIS ASSOCIATION.  
4. POST A BOND EVERY TWO (2) YEARS, 
AMOUNT TO BE DETERMINED BY THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS, INCLUDING THE 
THEFT INDEMNITY CLAUSE, BOND PRE-
MIUM TO BE PAID BY THIS ASSOCIATION. 
5. MAINTAIN VARIOUS FUNDS AS SET UP, 
WITH ADVICE OF THE BOARD OF DIREC-
TORS. 
 
SECTION  F: MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR 
1. KEEP RECORDS OF ALL MEMBERSHIP 
DUES, AND ISSUE RECEIPTS AND MEMBER-
SHIP CARDS UPON RECEIPT OF DUES COL-
LECTED AND SENT IN BY CHAPTER TREAS-
URERS. 
2.  KEEP AN UP-TO-DATE MEMBERSHIP AND 
ADDRESS LIST. 
3. CONDUCT DRIVE TO RECRUIT NEW MEM-
BERS. 
 
SECTION G: SOCIAL ACTIVITY CHAIRPER-
SON SHALL: 
 
1. PLAN ACTIVITIES OR EVENTS WITH AS-
SISTANCE OF ANY MDA MEMBERS OR NON-
MEMBERS. 
2. SUBMIT PLAN AND ITEMIZED BUDGET TO 
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR AP-
PROVAL. 
3. BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE RECEIPTS 
AND EXPENDITURES OF THE ACTIVITIES OR 
EVENTS. 
4. SHALL MAKE A FINANCIAL REPORT TO 
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS DURING THE 
NEXT BOARD MEETING AFTER THE COM-
PLETION OF AN ACTIVITY OR AN EVENT. 
 
SECTION G: REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
A REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE SHALL: 

1. REPRESENT DEAF AND HARD OF HEAR-
ING RESIDENTS OF THE REGION.  
2. REPRESENT THE ASSOCIATION AT ANY 
FUNCTION IN THE REGION. 
3. IS RESPONSIBLE FOR SECURING PLACE 
FOR ASSOCIATION ACTIVITIES AND MEET-
INGS. 
4. PROVIDE INFORMATION ABOUT THE AS-
SOCIATION. 
 

 
 
ARTICLE 5 - CHAPTERS 
 
SECTION A:  ESTABLISHMENT 
 
1. THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS SHALL PRO-
MOTE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF ASSOCIA-
TION CHAPTERS COVERING SUCH AREAS 
IN THE STATE OF MICHIGAN AS IT MAY 
DEEM ADVISABLE. 
2. THE EXECUTIVE BOARD SHALL PROVIDE 
DULY-EXECUTED CHARTERS BEARING THE 
ASSOCIATION SEAL TO THE CHAPTERS. 
 
SECTION B: PURPOSE 
 
1. THE PURPOSE OF CHAPTERS ARE TO 
RECRUIT MORE MEMBERS IN THEIR RE-
SPECTIVE AREAS FOR THIS ASSOCIATION. 
2. THE AIM IS TO MAINTAIN INTEREST AND 
ASSIST IN CARRYING OUT THE GENERAL 
OBJECTIVES OF THIS ASSOCIATION. 
 
SECTION C: OBJECTIVES 
 
OBJECTIVES OF CHAPTERS ARE TO BE 
CONDUCTED IN HARMONY WITH THOSE OF 
THIS ASSOCIATION.  EACH CHAPTER MAY 
CONDUCT ITS OWN AFFAIRS AS IT DEEMS 
BEST. CHAPTERS ARE ENCOURAGED, IF 
CIRCUM-STANCES PERMIT, TO DONATE 
MONEYS TO THE GENERAL FUND OF THIS 
ASSOCIATION. 
 
SECTION D: INDEBTEDNESS 
 
UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES SHALL CHAP-
TERS INCUR INDEBTEDNESS IN THE NAME 
OF THIS ASSOCIATION. 
 
SECTION E: ELECTION OF CHAPTER 
  OFFICERS 
 
1. CHAPTERS SHALL HOLD THEIR ELEC-
TIONS AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE TIME 
AFTER THE ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE. 
2. THE NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF ALL 
CHAPTER OFFICERS SHALL BE FOR-
WARDED TO THE ASSOCIATION SECRE-
TARY IMMEDIATELY AFTER EACH ELEC-
TION. 
3. IF A CHAPTER OFFICER IS ELECTED TO 
AN OFFICE OF THIS ASSOCIATION.  HE/SHE 
WILL AUTOMATICALLY BE REQUIRED TO 

GIVE UP HIS/HER OFFICE IN HIS/HER CHAP-
TER. 
 
SECTION F: DUTIES OF CHAPTER 
  TREASURER 
 
THE CHAPTER TREASURER SHALL ASSUME 
FULL RESPONSIBILITY TO COLLECT DUES 
AND FORWARD SAME WITH NAMES AND 
ADDRESSES TO THE ASSOCIATION TREAS-
URER WITHIN THIRTY (30) DAYS OF THEIR 
RECEIPTS.  THE MEMBERSHIP CARDS WILL 
BE ISSUED BY THE ASSOCIATION TREAS-
URER ONLY. 
 
SECTION G: REPRESENTATIVES TO THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS 
 
1. EACH CHAPTER AND AFFLICIATED OR-
GANIZATION PRESIDENT SHALL AUTOMATI-
CALLY BECOME A MEMBER OF THE BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS. 
2. EACH CHAPTER AND AFFLICIATION OR-
GANIZATION  PRESIDENT SHALL ATTEND 
ALL BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS.  IN 
CASE OF ABSENCE, HE/SHE SHALL AP-
POINT AN ALTERNATE WHO IS A MEMBER 
IN GOOD STANDING.  A WRITTEN  OR VER-
BAL AUTHORIZATION FOR THE ALTERNATE 
MUST BE FORWARDED TO THE ASSOCIA-
TION SECRETARY. 
 
SECTION H: EXPENSES FOR BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS MEETINGS 
 
EACH CHAPTER SHALL ASSUME THE RE-
SPONSIBILITY OF REIMBURSING EXPENSES 
FOR TRANSPORTATION AND MEALS IN-
CURRED BY THEIR REPRESENTATIVES. 
 

ARTICLE 6 - FUNCTIONS OF BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 
 
SECTION A: THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
SHALL: 
 
1. BE EMPOWERED TO TRANSACT ALL 
BUSINESS AFFAIRS OF THIS ASSOCIATION 
BETWEEN CONFERENCES. 
2. DETERMINE PER DIEM EXPENSES TO 
THE EXECUTIVE BOARD, LAW COMMITTEE 
CHAIRPERSON AND THE EDITOR DURING 
CONFERENCES FROM TIME TO TIME. 
3. ASSUME THE RESPONSIBILITY OF RE-
VIEWING ANY PROPOSALS, MOTIONS, OR 
AMENDMENTS PRIOR TO CONFERENCE. 
4. HAVE THE POWER TO SUSPEND ANY 
OFFICER(S) FOR GOOD AND SUFFICIENT 
REASON BY A TWO-THIRDS (2/3) VOTE. 
5. HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO ADMINISTER 
ALL FUNDS DONATED TO THIS ASSOCIA-
TION. 
 
SECTION B: REIMBURSEMENTS 
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1. REASONABLE EXPENSES INCURRED BY 
THE DULY- ELECTED OFFICERS, THE IMME-
DIATE PAST PRESIDENT AND THE MEM-
BERS-AT-LARGE ATTENDING BOARD MEET-
INGS SHALL BE REIMBURSED BY THIS AS-
SOCIATION. 
2. THE MDA RECORD EDITOR AND PRESI-
DENT'S COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON(S) AT-
TENDING ON THE PRESIDENT'S REQUEST 
SHALL ALSO BE REIMBURSED BY THE AS-
SOCIATION. 
3. THE ASSOCIATON SHALL REIMBURSE 
THE TRAVEL EXPENSES FOR THE AUDI-
TORS TO CHECK TREASURERôS REPORTS. 
4. THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS SHALL DE-
CIDE THE AMOUNT OR RATE OF REIM-
BURSEMENT EFFECTIVE FOR TWO YEARS 
AFTER THE CONFERENCE. 
5. THE MEMBER HAS A CHOICE TO RE-
QUEST OR DECLINE REIMBURSEMENT. 
 
 

ARTICLE 7 - QUORUM 
 
SECTION A: THE NUMBER OF MEMBERS OF 
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS PRESENT 
SHALL CONSTITUTE A QUORUM. 
 
1. A MAJORITY VOTE SHALL DECIDE ALL 
TRANSACTIONS. 
 
SECTION B: MEMBERS OF THIS ASSOCIA-
TION PRESENT AT ALL CONFERENCES AND 
OFFICIALLY ANNOUNCED GENERAL MEET-
INGS SHALL CONSTITUTE A QUORUM. 
 
1. A MAJORITY VOTE SHALL DECIDE ALL 
TRANSACTIONS EXCEPT AMENDMENTS.  
(SEE ARTICLE X.) 
 

ARTICLE 8 - CONFERENCE 
 
SECTION A: 
THE ASSOCIATION SHALL HOLD A CONFER-
ENCE EVERY ODD NUMBERED YEAR. 
 
SECTION B: CONFERENCE BIDS 
 
1. THIS ASSOCIATION SHALL ACCEPT BIDS 
FROM HOST CHAPTERS FOR FUTURE CON-
FERENCES.  IT SHALL SCHEDULE AT LEAST 
FOUR (4) YEARS IN ADVANCE. 
2. HOST CONFERENCE BIDS MUST HAVE 
APPROVAL IN WRITING FROM THE OFFI-
CERS OF THE CHAPTER MAKING THE BID. 
3. CHAPTERS SHALL SUBMIT HOST CON-
FERENCE BIDS TO THE BOARD OF DIREC-
TORS AT ANY TIME UP UNTIL THE GENERAL 
OPENING OF THE CONFERENCE.  THE BID 
MUST BE ACCOMPANIED WITH LETTERS OF 
CONFIRMATION FROM A SITE. 
4. THE NEXT CONFERENCE SITE SHALL BE 
DETERMINED BY THE ASSOCIATION MEM-
BERS IN ASSEMBLY AT CONFERENCE. 
 

SECTION B: HOST COMMITTEE 
 
1. THE BIDDING CHAPTER RECEIVING THE 
MAJORITY VOTE SHALL BE HOST COMMIT-
TEE FOR THE NEXT CONFERENCE. 
2. HOST COMMITTEE SHALL SELECT ITS 
OWN CHAIRPERSON AND NOTIFY THE AS-
SOCIATION PRESIDENT. 
3. CHAIRPERSON SHALL APPOINT 
SUB-COMMITTEES TO HANDLE REGISTRA-
TION, PROGRAM AND BANQUET. 
4. THE HOST COMMITTEE SHALL MAIL CON-
FERENCE INFORMATION ALONG WITH HO-
TEL/MOTEL RESERVATION CARD, AT LEAST 
SIX (6) MONTHS BEFORE ANY CONFER-
ENCE. 
5. THE HOST COMMITTEE SHALL WORK 
CLOSELY WITH THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
IN THE PLANNING FOR CONFERENCE. 
6. THE HOST COMMITTEE SHALL SUBMIT 
ALL REPORTS OF CONFERENCE AND FI-
NANCES TO THE ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT 
WITHIN NINETY (90) DAYS AFTER THE CON-
FERENCE, AND SHALL BECOME FINAL 
UPON THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS' AP-
PROVAL. 
 
SECTION C: FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
1. THE FINANCIAL REPORT SHALL INCLUDE 
AN ITEMIZED RECORD OF ALL RECEIPTS 
AND EXPENDITURES AS RECORDED ON 
THE LAST DAY OF THE CONFERENCE. 
2. AFTER ALL EXPENDITURES ARE PAID, 
CONFERENCE MONEYS ON HAND SHALL BE 
DIVIDED SIXTY (60) PERCENT TO BE GIVEN 
TO THE HOST CHAPTER AND FORTY (40) 
PERCENT TO BE GIVEN TO THE ASSOCIA-
TION. 
3. IN THE EVENT OF A DEFICIT, THIS ASSO-
CIATION SHALL WITHDRAW MONEYS FROM 
MDA CONFERENCE FUND TO HELP DEFRAY 
DEBTS INCURRED AS RESULT OF THE CON-
FERENCE.  (ART. 9; SECT. C:1) 
 
SECTION D: CONFERENCE AGENDA SHALL 
BE DETERMINED BY THE BOARD OF DIREC-
TORS. 
 
SECTION E: NOMINATIONS FOR ANY OF-
FICE MAY BE MADE IN TWO (2) WAYS. 
 
1. FROM FLOOR. 
2. BY THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE. 
 
SECTION F: VOTING PROCEDURE 
 
1. DURING BUSINESS SESSIONS, THE VOT-
ING SHALL BE BY SHOW OF HAND. 
2. DURING ELECTIONS, THE ELECTION OF 
CANDIDATES SHALL BE BY WRITTEN BAL-
LOT. 
3. BALLOTING SHALL CONTINUE UNTIL THE 
CANDIDATE HAS RECEIVED A MAJORITY 
VOTE. 

4.A MAJORITY VOTE OF AN ASSEMBLY PRE-
SENT MAY TRANSACT ANY AND ALL BUSI-
NESS OF THIS ASSOCIATION EXCEPT 
AMENDMENTS.  (SEE ART. X) 
 
SECTION G: VETO 
 
THE ASSEMBLY MAY VETO ANY DECISION 
OR ACTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 
 
SECTION H: N.A.D. CONFERENCE DELE-
GATES: 
 
 THE ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT AND VICE-
PRESIDENT ARE  THE DELEGATES TO THE 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF THE DEAF 
(N.A.D) BIENNIAL REGIONAL MEETING AND  
CONFERENCE. SELECTION OF ADDITIONAL 
ASSOCIATION DELEGATE(S) TO NAD CON-
FERENCE SHALL BE MADE BY THE ASSEM-
BLY AT THE ASSOCIATION'S BIENNIAL CON-
FERENCE. 
 
SECTION I: SOLICITATION 
 
NO SOLICITING FOR ANY PURPOSE SHALL 
BE ALLOWED AT ANY CONFERENCE WITH-
OUT PRIOR AUTHORIZATION BY THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 
 

 
 
ARTICLE 9 - FUNDS 
 
THIS ASSOCIATION SHALL MAINTAIN A GEN-
ERAL FUND AND RESERVE FUNDS, AS 
SPECIFIED: 
 
SECTION A: GENERAL FUND SHALL BE 
MAINTAINED TO HELP DEFRAY ITS OPERA-
TORS EXPENSES. 
 
1. ALL REVENUES FROM DUES, AFFILIATION 
FEES, CONTRIBUTIONS, AND TRANSFER OF 
FUNDS FROM OTHER SOURCES SHALL BE 
DEPOSITED INTO THIS ASSOCIATION'S 
CHECKING ACCOUNT.  THE CHECKING AC-
COUNT MAXIMUM BALANCE SHALL BE  ANY 
EXCESS FUNDS AS DECIDED BY THE EX-
ECUTIVE BOARD  SHALL BE TRANSFERRED 
TO THE SAVINGS ACCOUNT. 
 
2. ANY TWO (2) OF SIX  (6) DULY-ELECTED 
OFFICERS ARE REQUIRED TO CO-SIGN FOR 
DISBURSEMENT OF MONEYS FROM THE 
GENERAL FUND.  
 
3. THE TREASURER IS AUTHORIZED TO 
SPEND A TOTAL OF NO MORE THAN $100. 
EACH MONTH.  AMOUNTS ABOVE $100. 
REQUIRE APPROVAL OF THE EXECUTIVE 
BOARD. 
 
4. NO MONEYS ARE WITHDRAWN FROM 
THE CHECKING OR SAVINGS ACCOUNT FOR 
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